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Working together to build a happier future for all!

120 Years of Honbetsu.
Building a community for the happiness of future generations.

The town of Honbetsu was founded by pioneers who settled the :

" wilderness of Hokkaido, and has inherited their tireless spirit,

perseverance, and pride. Now, as we step into the future, we will .2
remain a city that values its citizens and their welfare.

The future we envision values healthy, culturally fulfilled lifestyles for
all. The community building and urban planning we aim for will build a
society that allows future generations to live on in comfort, happiness,
and warmth through environmentally friendly initiatives.
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HONBETSU OVERVIEW
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Town flower
“Ezo Purple Rhododendron”
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Town tree
“Oak”
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Town bird

“Great spotted woodpecker”
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Town character
“Genki kun”
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Honbetsu town is in the northeast of Tokachi, Hokkaido. It covers 391. 91 square kilometers,
more than half of which is natural forests and hills. The gentle Toshibetsu river flows through
the heart of town, nourishing natural scenery that is home to 6,624 people (according to the
2020 census). Tokachi's continental climate means that summer and winter have a major
temperature differential, with low precipitation year-round. The local economy was once
based on forestry, but today agriculture and manufacturing are key, particularly in industries
based on processing local produce.

National Route 242 runs through town and connects to the East Hokkaido Expressway at
the Honbetsu Interchange & Junction, making this area a hub for transportation and
distribution for central and eastern Hokkaido, including Kushiro and Sapporo.

The city has recently begun promoting tourism through Honbetsu Park and Michi no Eki
Roadside Station, as well as building a comprehensive community care system to encourage
city-wide mutual support.
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Sister cities
"Mitchell, Australia”
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Friendship cities
*Komatsushima,
Tokushima Prefecture”
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Mutual exchange

“Minami Sanriku,
Miyagi Prefecture”
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Agriculture is the economic foundation for Honbetsu, with its wide, fertile land and
moderate climate nourishing both crops and livestock. Main crops include beans, wheat,
sugar beets, potatoes, and dent corn, with some fields of onions and sweet corn as well.
Livestock farming includes thriving dairy and beef cattle farms.

Since agriculture is essential to the local economy, we are intent on revitalizing that
segment, including through farmland infrastructure development, smart agriculture
support, and a system of recycling-oriented agriculture with by-product reuse, all to
ensure agricultural supply and management stability.

In addition, we support new farmers, including successors and newcomers, and
encourage farms to accept agricultural trainees and employees.
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Honbetsu cooperates with the Chamber of Commerce and Industry to build a lively,
exciting shopping district. We are dedicated to creating an environment where
everyone can shop with peace of mind, and also hosting events and offering other
diverse services.

We are developing a manufacturing segment to process the city’s greatest resources:
agricultural products. Honbetsu hosts many companies that process local produce like
beans, forest products, and more. The two largest are the Honbetsu Sugar Refinery run
by the Hokkaido Sugar Company, and Meiji's Honbetsu plant.

The town and the Chamber of Commerce and Industry will keep working together to
help businesses establish a stable foundation and promote their goods and services,
while also working toward ensuring stable employment, finding successors for small
businesses, helping develop human resources, and improving worker welfare.
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In 2017, Honbetsu consolidated local district nursery schools and kindergartens into the
childcare center Kodomoen Honbetsu (managed by Educational Corporation Kushiro
Catholic Academy) to provide high quality early childhood education and childcare. The
city also provides free school lunches and free early childhood education and care. In
addition, we work to improve the childrearing environment with a child-rearing support
center at Kodomoen Honbetsu, a child development support and rehabilitation center,
and after-school care centers in three school districts.

The health management center offers seamless support through pregnancy, post-birth,
and into childrearing, with early childhood health checkups and guidance, and by
cooperating with related organizations it has established a comprehensive support
center for people of childrearing age as a place where people can easily seek advice.
We hope to reduce burdens on parents, as well, with measures like subsidized medical

care from birth to high school graduation, in hopes of becoming a city where people
can raise families with peace of mind.
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Honbetsu established Taiyo no Oka in 2000 as a hub for community health and
welfare, and it incorporates the Honbetsu National Health Insurance Hospital,
comprehensive care center, and geriatric healthcare center. In 2006, the town
declared a goal of Community Building for Welfare to promote its aims. Now, we work
to provide diverse services to support townspeople’s lives by filling a diverse range of
health and welfare needs.

Community medical care centers on the National Health Insurance Hospital and its
advanced medical equipment. The hospital offers comprehensive community medical
care through cooperation with the nursing care, health care, and welfare sectors, and
with other medical institutions. Its goal is a community where people can live free,
fulfilling lives to the very end. Honbetsu will maintain a support system for community
welfare and medical care so that all residents can be part of this community in good
health and peace of mind, as well as ensure that this remains a place where people
want to stay.
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The city officially established the Honbetsu Day of Learning in 2007 to encourage
families, schools, communities, and the government to work together for improved
educational opportunities for children, resulting in many new projects.

The town promotes compulsory education that embraces each student's individuality at
every stage of development, while improving academic skills and physical fitness. That
education also promotes socially responsive mutual development through activities in
which children and adults learn together within families, schools, and communities.

We also encourage social education projects that foster learning and a sense of
solidarity for every stage of life, to help raise new leaders. We hope to create a bright,
prosperous community where volunteerism flourishes and people can live in peace.

The town also cooperates with various organizations to provide sports opportunities
that anyone can join anytime, anywhere to maintain health and build physical strength
throughout their lives.
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To help preserve residents' safety in their familiar neighborhoods, we use government
support to hold regular disaster drills and seminars to help people understand and
practice for themselves the principles of "self-help, mutual-help, and public-help," as well
as developing an environment that minimizes disaster damage. We also promote
individual disaster preparedness, and establish mutual-help activities within
neighborhood associations. We also work to improve fast, effective firefighting, and
conduct rescue training and other education to improve lifesaving rates.

The town coordinates with the police and other organizations to educate residents
about traffic safety and promote residential crime prevention activities. In addition, we
are developing more accessible public transportation, including wider bus routes within
and outside of the town to ensure that residents can get around.

We have systems in place to manage roads and rivers, water and sewage systems,
parks, public facilities, and public housing to maintain and improve convenience.
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We launched the 7th Comprehensive Honbetsu Town Plan in 2021 under the slogan,
"Working together to build a happier future for alll".
We hope to implement resident requests, and so invite public participation in
planning committees, etc. through an open recruitment system. We also aim for a
gender-equal society, and work with residents' associations and community
development organizations to achieve collaborative community building for regional
development. We also strive for effective and efficient local government
management, to establish sound financial management including securing local
financial resources, and promote a solid administrative infrastructure that will last for
generations to come.
The town council, as collective representatives of the townspeople, plays a role as
administration watchdog as well as urban development promoter, and actively
engages in public hearing activities by offering chances at dialog with the
chairperson and hosting round-table discussions with the townspeople, all to build a
trusting public relationship.
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Next 10 years later...
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